palmistry. The emperors had discovered that, in that age of short leases of imperatorial power, ambitious officers were tempted to consult diviners as to the next successor to the purple ; and it was not unjustly suspected that the honour of the diviner's profession might be unduly preserved, when a prediction had been given and paid for, by a little artificial assistance judiciously applied to the natural course of events. Constans and Constantius, Valens and Valentinian, passed drastic laws for the extinction of secret divination. A few years before Augustine came to Carthage there had been a fierce persecution of diviners throughout the empire on account of a consultation as to the imperial succession. The manner of going to work is curiously described by Ammi-anus Marcellinus. A tripod table, made with branches of laurel, was set up in a strongly perfumed chamber. On the table was a basin of various metals, having the letters of the alphabet engraved round the rim. Over this a ring was suspended, and was set in motion by a man who stood beside it clothed in white linen and with verveine in his hand. The ring then spelt a